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Migration in the Austrian Empire
19th and 20th century



Hungarian Refugees 1956



The Hungarian Revolution

e Communist Russia

* Death of Stalin =» Eastern Europe and Hungary
still ruled by Russia

e Qctober 231 1956:

— students and workers went on the streets of Budapest

— issued their Sixteen Points;
« personal freedom
« more food
« removal of the secret police
« removal of Russian control
 etc.



Imre Nagy: prime minister

Janos Kadar: foreign minister

both thought to be liberal = best way of
keeping protesters happy

Red Army pulled out

political parties allowed




e October 31st, 1956:

— Withdrawal from Warsaw Pact
— too much for Russians
— Kadar left the government

« November 4:
— Soviet tanks went into Budapest
— acted with immense brutality

— Bodies were dragged through streets =
warning to others



30 000 people killed
200 000 fled to the west

Nagy was arrested,executed and buried in
an unmarked grave

By November 14t:

— order restored

— Kadar in charge

— Soviet rules re-established.



Hungarian Refugees in Austria

* After revolution:

— 178 875 registered Hungarians

— Mid-January: Hungarian-Austrian borders
officially closed

— January 1957: 70% of Hungarian refugees
gone

— 1958: only 25 000-30 000 Hungarians left
— 14 000 settled in Vienna



Austrian mentality

* In the beginning:
— Austrians welcomed Hungarian neighbours with open
arms
— Fundraising initiatives, etc.
— “poor victims”

« After a few weeks:
— “ungrateful parasites”
— “It’s their own fault”
— Accused of certain crimes
— Rumours

« False pieces of information and envy dominated
the refugee debates in 1957
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